Childhood risks from the ferret.
The ferret is becoming an increasingly popular pet, yet the dangers of ferret ownership remain unrecognized by physicians and the general public. Reported are three incidents of ferret attacks in a 3-month period of time. The risk of attack is greatest in infants and small children. Wounds caused by ferret attacks must be evaluated for injury, infection, and rabies prophylaxis. Such attacks should be reported to animal control authorities. Physicians need to recognize the ferret as a risk to children.